Well, we worried that the meet might suffer with the move to Toro Park, and, FORGET ABOUT IT! A meet record 56 schools and 2100 runners kicked off the 2006 cross country season in fine style and a great time was had by all! The day greeted us with sunny and warm temperatures and the meet surely didn’t disappoint. With the move to Toro, all winners have new meet records and we also had several teams and individuals make the All-Time Toro lists! Also, we saw the Toro trend as many pre-meet favorites went out a tad too fast the first mile, suffered in the second mile hills, and were passed late in the downhill and flat third mile. On to the details!

The freshmen boys’ race kicked off the day with some fun action. Michael Reher (St. Ignatius) came to run early on and paced the field until Gregory Harper (Las Lomas) had enough and hit the gas in the last mile. He went on to win comfortably in 17:06 with Michael 2nd in 17:25.  3rd went to Chris D’Arriago (Palma) in 17:28. Madera kicked off their clinic on team running winning here with 110 points. They were led by David Valenzuela in 6th (17:49). Las Lomas was 2nd with 127 and 3rd was Monta Vista with 132.

The frosh/soph girls’ race was similar in that our early-race leader had to settle for 2nd. Carina Mendoza (9-Madera) did the majority of the work and was rewarded with a nice 19:45 effort.  Unfortunately for her, Kendra Higgins (9-Sobrato) kicked hard and came away with the win in 19:41. 3rd went to Matsuda Kayla (10-James Lick) in 19:47 and we had the top 3 under 20:00. Carina led her Madera squad to their 2nd win in as many races with 63 points. Las Lomas wanted another 2nd place finish and got it with 97 points. Sobrato was 3rd with 123.

The heat on and off the course really kicked in with the sophomore boys!  We knew it would be loaded with the defending champ along with a slew of talented youngsters. We thought Rylan Hunt (Aptos) would run away from this field and early on he did just that passing the first mile in 5:15.  But, Lance Wolfsmith (Sobrato) picked up a trick or two from his teammate Kendra in the frosh/soph race and ran Rylan down in the hills and led through two miles in 10:56.  He blazed a 5:05 last mile and went on to win with a fantastic early season 16:01! Rylan kicked hard in 2nd at 16:08 and Adrian Rodriguez (San Benito) ran a great steady race for 3rd at 16:18. Jesse Arellano (Madera), the defending champ, said he felt early on that it wouldn’t be his day but still managed a respectable 4th in 16:32. St. Ignatius joined the team fun with the win with 95 points and was led by Greg Innes in 6th at 16:40. 2nd went to San Benito with 124 and 3rd was Bellarmine with 165.

As the entries came in we knew the junior boys’ race would be special.  It was. We knew Mohamed Abdalla (Willow Glen), ranked 1st in State DIII, liked to push the pace and would make it a pure guts race. He did, passing the mile in 5:09. Diego Estrada (Alisal) was the brave soul that hung on and with the trend of the day, pulled away in the hills and hit two miles in 10:25, quickest of the day.  He scorched a 5:03 last mile for the win in a fantastic 15:28, fastest of the day! That mark moves him to 6th ALL TIME at Toro Park ahead of the likes of Footlocker Finalist Ben Sitler (St. Francis-2004), now 7th in 15:31, and Nathan Huerta (North Monterey County-2003), now 8th in 15:34. Mohamed finished with the 2nd fastest time of the meet at 15:43, good for 13th ALL-TIME at Toro Park! Michael Landry (Santa Cruz) kicked hard for 3rd at 16:01, a big personal best! In the team race the host school, North Monterey County, knew they would have a special day with 5 guys nicely packed in the top 20 early on.  They won big with 52 points and were led by Michael Machado in 8th at 16:32. Bellarmine collected another plaque in 2nd with 114 points on a 6th man tie-breaker with Monta Vista in 3rd.  Who says the 6th man doesn’t count?


All of the top frosh/soph girl runners in the meet opted for the Varsity race which had the crowd buzzing! Our pre-meet hyped match-up of state ranked Hayley Pascale (10-Carlmont) and Katy Daly (10-St-Ignatius) didn’t materialize as Katy didn’t show today. Hayley took matters into her own hands and took over the lead after a quarter mile to lead through the mile, reached in 6:11, and the two mile in 12:43. Hayley had opened a nice lead, but, sure enough, she struggled late. With what we’ll call the upset of the meet, local Shannon McVannel (12-Salinas) showed the youngsters how to run Toro.  She bid her time and finished in a fine 18:56, only 6 seconds out of the top 25 ALL TIME marks at Toro! Thea Lee (12-Carmel) another local veteran ran the course correctly in 2nd at 19:06. 3rd went to our first youngster, Justine Fedronic (10-Carlmont) in 19:09. Hayley struggled late and faded to 6th in 19:18, but, not all was lost, she helped Justine in leading Carlmont to a dominant team win with 73 points! Their 99:37 team-time is just outside the ALL-TIME top 10 at Toro. Aptos’ record run last year of 96:57 on way to a state title is now in perspective! Thea led Carmel to 2nd with 151 points and host North Monterey County surprised many top ranked teams in 3rd with 164 points.


Now all eyes were on Matthew Petrillo (Los Gatos) and the Madera and Los Gatos squads in the Senior Boys’ race. Matthew had destroyed Earlybird grade level meet records the last couple of years and now was attempting to break his own Toro Park course record that he shares with Jeremy Mineau at 15:21. As the gun fired we could see that Matthew had come to fly early on. He reached the deceivingly slight up-hill mile in 5:01, quickest of the day! The effort there must have been too great as he slowed to a 5:39 2nd mile in the hills and passed two miles in 10:40.  He valiantly fought back the last mile with a nice 5:06 last mile.  It wasn’t enough to break his course record but it was good enough for the win in 15:46, 3rd fastest of the day and 13th fastest ALL-TIME at Toro! Marcos Corona (Willow Glen) looks to be recovered from his track injury and almost pulled the Toro trick as he kicked hard in 2nd at 15:48, 4th fastest of the day. Rigo Vasquez (San Benito) ran the hills like a champ and was 3rd at 16:08. The pre-meet match-up on paper between Los Gatos and Madera was a dead heat! And, the race was much of the same! Last year Los Gatos edged Madera by one point, 54-55, in the juniors’ race and the 2006 senior race was guess what? A 49-50 one point win for Los Gatos once again!  We’re not kidding!  These two senior squads are all that team cross country is about with Los Gatos going 1-6-9-13-20 and Madera countering with 5-7-8-14-16! WOW! Bellarmine was a distant 3rd with 143.


The JV girls wrapped up the races with a clinic on team running. St. Ignatius went 1-2-5-7-8 in the team scoring for a dominant win with 23 points! 2nd was Presentation with 80 and 3rd was Salinas with 91. The race winner was Ali Cottong (12-Carlmont) in 22:19.

The boys ran in grade levels so we’ll let the combined team times tell us the story.  And…. The story, once again, is MADERA!!  But, not by much! Madera, ranked 9th in NTN California, had won the last 4 Earlybird team titles but we knew Los Gatos, ranked 3rd in state DII, could challenge. Challenge they did.  How’s an 82:18 to an 82:19 ONE SECOND win sound? Looks much like their match-up in the senior race! Madera had a beautiful 17 second gap from 1-5 and could be very dangerous down the road as their #1 runner is slightly injured and was their 7th today. Their team time today moves them to 7th ALL TIME at Toro.  So, North Monterey County’s course record of 81:10 (2003) lives to fight another day. Los Gatos countered with a nice one minute gap with their ace Petrillo out-front. Now they set their sights on Jesuit and a DII state run in 2006! Carlmont was picked 3rd today and did so at 83:17. San Benito showed that they’ll give Carlmont a nice run in CCS DI in 4th at 83:46. Finally, CCS DIII should be fun as Willow Glen, led by their fabulous 1-2 punch, and host North Monterey County were close at 84:55 and 85:13.

At Earlybird we award and OVERALL TEAM CHAMPION plaque to the best combined program (boys and girls) and this year it came down to a four point win for Madera!  The Coyotes put on a running clinic with a couple of team wins (Frosh Boys & FS Girls) plus three other top 6 places.   

Finally, we’d like to move 2007 Earlybird back to North Monterey County High School, but, with delays on the construction of the middle school, we may be back at Toro Park, and, that’s not all that bad!  TODAY WAS AWESOME! Congratulations to all the athletes and a big THANK YOU to all of you that helped make the meet the best ever! Please join us again in 2007!

You can visit the meet website for complete coverage and full results at;

 http://nmcxc.tripod.com/id22.html

Now, FOR SOME SLEEP!!!!

Coach Gustavo Ibarra

North Monterey County Cross Country                  



