Ryan Hall, a native of California and the American record holder in the Half-Marathon (59:43) and debut marathon (2:08:24), is widely considered the best American born marathon runner of all time. He went from a high school prodigy to a national record holder in a span of several years, and attended Big Bear High School and Stanford University. His career began in 2000 when he placed 3rd place at the Footlocker National High School Cross Country Championships. Hall will be attending the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, a dream he has pursued since the eighth grade after a 15 mile run. 

Hall’s college career at Stanford was hampered by many injuries and inconsistent performances. However, he emerged in 2003—during his junior year—to lead the Cardinals to a second place finish in the NCAA Cross-Country Championships. Only the next year, he finished first in the NCAA West Regional Cross Country Championships and second in the PAC 10 Cross Country Championships.

In 2006, Hall began his professional career, becoming the USA cross-country champion. Only a year later, he became the American record holder of the half marathon (59:43), after running the Aramco Houston Half Marathon in Houston, Texas. Later that year, he became the U.S. debut marathon record holder with a time of 2:08:24 after running the London marathon in London, United Kingdom. Also in 2007, he won the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials Marathon in New York City, United States, with a time of 2:09:02.

Hall is a strong believer in Christ and is convinced that the good life is not a life filled with medals and trophies, but a life of discipline following Christ. He believes that a race following Christ is filled with a contentment and satisfaction that is far more enduring than any good race he has ever run.  
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                  Ryan Hall finishing first at the 2008 U.S. Olympic Team Trials Marathon in New York City.

