MEDIA ADVISORY

For more information:

Robin Kraich, (321) 843-4567; Day of event pager: (407) 596-4007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Nation’s Best High School Track and Field Athletes to Compete 
at the 30th Annual Bert M. Warden’s Golden South Classic

Who:

Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children
What:

30th Annual Bert M. Warden’s Golden South Classic - Track and field events 

When:

Saturday, June 3, 2006 
8 a.m. – Youth meet 
2 p.m. – Classic qualifying 



4:30 p.m. - Finals 



Open to the public – Tickets $7 at the gate
Where:
Warden Stadium at the Payne Stewart Athletic Complex 

The First Academy at First Baptist Church of Orlando, 2667 Bruton Blvd. 

(field is adjacent to the First Baptist Church of Orlando, enter at the First Baptist Blvd. traffic light off of John Young Parkway.)
Members of the media will receive credentials at the front gate and must check in at the Arnold Palmer Hospital media tent in the center of the field.
Why:
The nation’s best high school track and field athletes will be in Orlando to compete in this premier post-season event, with proceeds benefiting Arnold Palmer Hospital.  Track stars from Florida, Maryland, South Carolina, Georgia, Illinois and countries as far as Trinidad and Tobago, the Bahamas and Canada will face off in 20 events ranging from pole vault to relay.  U. S. Olympian Dennis Mitchell, a former Golden South participant, will also host a speed and technique clinic to help build the strength and confidence of the athletes.

The adult competition will be preceded by Golden South Youth which will include more than 350 children ages 14 and under competing in 11 different track and field events such as shot put, long and high jump and hurdles.  

Athletes to watch:

· Valerie Flournoy, Gainesville, Fla.; 100 meter hurdles (13.90)
· Daisy Glasser, Atlantic Beach, Fla.; Florida AAA state champion, pole vault (17’1.5”)
· Lizzie Harris, Miami, Fla.; running the 400 m hurdles (59.40) for a nationally ranked time

· Shataya Hendricks, North Lauderdale, Fla.;  number on in the nation in 100 m (11.51) 
· Kimberly Hyacinthe, Quebec, Canada; 100 m (11.78), junior national record in 60 m
· Caroline Kennedy, Orlando, Fla.; Florida AAAA state champion, pole vault (12’9”)

· Jessica Nichols, Moncks Corner, S.C.; 800 m (2:15)
· Jordan Scott, Watkinsville, Ga.; pole vault (17’1.5”)
· Jazmyn Shorter, St. Petersburg, Fla.; 200 m (24.50)
· Sade St. Louis, Trinidad and Tobago; 100 m (11.60), 200 m (23.69)
· Caleb Vogt, Winter Park, Fla.; Florida AAAA state champion, 1 mile (4:18/1600m)

For more information log on to www.goldensouth.com.
Arnold Palmer Hospital for Children, supported by the Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation, will expand from the current 96-bed facility to a 158-bed facility dedicated exclusively to the needs of children when the new Winnie Palmer Hospital for Women & Babies opens in May 2006. Located in Orlando, Arnold Palmer Hospital includes comprehensive, specialized programs and services for children including acute care, adolescent medicine, a Congenital Heart Institute in partnership with Miami Children’s Hospital, pediatric intensive care, emergency medicine, nephrology, neurology and trauma services to name a few. To learn more, visit www.arnoldpalmerhospital.org.
###

