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Kim Gallagher (1964-2002)
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Born on June 11, 1964 to a family in Fort Washington, Pennsylvania, Kim Gallagher is one of the most esteemed women in American track history, and is best known for her achievements while running the 800. Her career as a track runner began at the young age of 7, after she followed her 9-year-old brother one day to his track club. She ran a 5:37 mile at the age of 8, the fastest by any girl at that age. Her success continued through high school – she set national high school records at Upper Dublin High School, running 2:00.07 in the 800 and 4:16.6 in the 1500 and becoming a High School All American. She also set a Penn Relays record for the girl’s high school mile with a 4:49.2 and went on to win a total of 12 PIAA state gold medals. Setting her mind on becoming an Olympic star, she left the University of Arizona early and began training with Chuck DeBus from 1983 to 1988. Her life, however, was not without its tragedies: she suffered health problems throughout her career, including polycystic ovaries, anemia, and fallopian tube infections. Only six months after undergoing surgery for her ovaries, she ran the 800 in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics, winning the silver medal with a time of 1:58.63. She again won a bronze medal at the 1988 Seoul Olympics, running a personal best of 1:56.91 in the 800 and placing 3rd on the U.S. all-time list for the woman’s 800. Sadly, she was diagnosed with colon cancer after the 1988 Olympics and stomach cancer in 1995. Her health deteriorated in the summer of 2002 and she suffered a stroke in August of the same year, dying on November 21, 2002 at the young age of 38. Kim Gallagher will always be remembered for her perseverance despite her illnesses, and her feat in the 1988 Olympics will go down in history as “one of the sport’s bravest performances.” 

